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Strong first four months for the Antwerp diamond sector

Antwerp, 14 may 2014 — With the Passover and Easter holidays falling in April this year, the
Antwerp diamond sector experienced a somewhat quieter month. Nevertheless, strong trade
results marked the first four months of the year, which is especially evident when comparing the
numbers these months with the first four months in 2013.

Both exports as well as imports of polished diamonds decreased in volume as compared to April
2013. The reason behind the subdued figures is rather simple: the Passover and Easter holidays fell in
April this year, while in 2013 they fell in March. Despite the volume decreases, imports saw a value
increase of 21,19%.

The notable Swiss import and export numbers reflect the Baselworld activity earlier this year. The
goods left for the show in March and returned in April, while last year, they left in April and returned
in May. The significant difference in the volume and value increase on the import side is a result of
the high quality of the stones that came back from the Basel show.

The rough diamond trade numbers saw a slight decline as compared to April 2013 as a result of the
relatively restrained trading period.

Looking at the first four months of this year we can constitute that the 2014 trade kick-off surpassed
that of 2013.

Both imports as well as export figures of polished diamonds increased in value, by 15,43% and
10,39% respectively. The rough figures are better across the board as compared to the first four
months of 2013. In terms of volume, imports rose by 10,53% and exports by 11,31% while the value
increased by 10,26% and 8,60%, respectively.

For more information on the figures please refer to our website

AWDC, Antwerp World Diamond Centre, is an industry-established foundation, whose mission is to serve and
support the diamond business in Antwerp, the world's most important diamond trade hub. AWDC is the
coordinating body and the official representative of the Antwerp diamond sector, and as such is recognized
internationally as the host, spokesperson and intermediary for the Belgian diamond community. In this
capacity, AWDC liaises on behalf of the Belgian diamond sector with governments and actively promotes

support for the diamond sector at home and abroad.

84% of all rough diamonds and 50% of all polished diamonds pass through Antwerp. Diamonds represent 5% of
the total Belgian exports and 15% of all Belgian exports outside the EU, making diamonds the most important

export product outside the EU.
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